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The flight log of a radio operation and observer, initially serving time with a reconnaissance unit in 

North Africa. When time is up for him and his unit is switching single-engine Bf 109 for recon missions, 

he transfers to a Zerstörer-Geschwader, initially in the Mediterranean, later in Germany. Finally joins 

Ausbildungskommando Zerstörer in Hungary for training on Me 210. 
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Introduction  
Writing up this Flight Log Guide took quite a bit more than I had initially anticipated. First, I learned a lot 

about the war in North Africa ï I knew the general story but I had to dig into details to put the log entries 

into perspective. 

Secondly, I made the mistake to include much of this information into the initial versions of this guide ï 

a big mistake, as it turned out: it would take way too long and would be far to complex and ï most 

importantly ï what do I do when I try and cover another flight log from the same time and area? 

I therefore made a decision: the Flight Log Guide will strictly stick to the contents of the flight log itself ï 

I may mention additional event such as campaigns or events but will not explain them or dive into them. 

You will have to look them up elsewhere. Likewise, I have decided to remove any details on airfields 

mentioned ï I will provide a general map but I will not dive into the specifics of a particular airfield. For 

both areas, I will publish dedicated material when the time arrives ï basically, this is ñbuying time to 

assemble the informationò ï an attempt to not delay the publishing of the immediate area of interest, the 

flight log itself. 

Andreas Zapf 

 

ñThose who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat itò 

(George Santayana) 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Santayana
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Literature & Sources  
The following list provides an overview of the books, the sources and internet sites  that have been used 

during the research for this ... 

ID Author Title Year ISBN 

DIERICH-1 Dierich, Wolfgang Die Verbände der Luftwaffe 1935 ï 1945 1976 3-87943-437-9 

GIRBIG-1 Girbig, Werner 

Ring, Hans 

Jagdgeschwader 27 1971  

HELD-1 Held, Werner 

Obermaier, Ernst 

Die deutsche Luftwaffe im Afrika-Feldzug 1941 ï 1943 1979 3-87943-661-4 

NOWARRA-1 Nowarra, Heinz Fernaufklärer 1915 ï 1945 1982 3-87943-858-7 

NOWARRA-2 Nowarra, Heinz Nahaufklärer 1910 ï 1945 1981 3-87943-808-0 

OMMERT-1 Ommert, Stefan Recon for Rommel ï 2.(H)/14 Air Recon Flyers in Africa 2006 3-9805216-7-2 

PRIEN-1 Prien, Jochen ñPik-Asò ï Geschichte des Jagdgeschwaders 53 ï Teil 2 1990 3-923457-14-6 

PRIEN-2 Prien, Jochen Geschichte des Jagdgeschwaders 77 ï Teil 3   

RING-1 Ring, Hans 

Shores, Christopher 

Luftkampf zwischen Sand und Sonne 

(engl.: Fighters over the Desert) 

1969  

RING-2 Ring, Hans 

Shores, Christopher 

Hess, William N. 

Luftkämpfe über Fels und Wüste 

(engl.: Fighters over Tunisia) 

1981 3-87943-830-7 

STKZ-1 Hartmann, Bert Stammkennzeichen Website (http://www.stammkennzeichen.de)   n.a. 

TXU-1  University of Texas ï Map Collection (http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps)  n.a. 

WEAL-1 Weal, John Messerschmitt Bf 110 Zerstörer Aces of World War 2  978-1855327535 

Maps 

Access to authentic maps of the time is difficult ï especially when it comes to North Africa and copies 

of the ñDeutsche Heereskarteò. Alternative maps are available online, I have used the following: 

¶ Army Map Service Series P661 (Tripoli) in 1:100.000 (click here) 

¶ Army Map Service Series P662 (Cyrenaica), 1:100.000 (click here) 

¶ Army Map Service Series P502 in 1:250.000, dating 1954 and onwards, covering Algeria, Egypt, 

Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia (click here) 

¶ International Map of the World 1:1.000.000, available at the University of Texas (click here) 

¶ A provisional GSGS 2465 Collection in 1.1.000.000, at least partially based upon former colonial 

Maps. Issued by the UK War Office and later by the US Army Map Service (click here) 

While ñauthentic mapsò are preferable, ñpost-warò maps from US and UK sources are also quite good 

(and in some cases based ï at least partially ï in maps from axis sources). Last resort when looking for 

a map of a specific area and none is available in the previous series are the more modern maps of the  

¶ Tactical Pilotage Charts 1:500.000, mostly from the 80s and 90s (click here) 

¶ Operational Navigation Charts 1:1.000.000 (click here) 

The Flight Log of Walter Stolz  
The flight log of Walter Stolz covers his career with the Luftwaffe from June 5th, 1940 until July 7th, 

1944. Born on May 5th, 1920 he joined the Luftwaffe and recorded his first training flights in mid 1940. 

http://www.stammkennzeichen.de/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/ams/tripoli/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/ams/cyrenaica/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/ams/north_africa/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/imw/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/ams/africa_1m/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/tpc/
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/onc/
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Walter Stolz survived the fighting and died July 10th, 1996. 
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Luftnachrichtenschule 3 ɀ Initial Training  
It is unknown when Walter Stolz joined the Luftwaffe ï but he records his first flights as ñPilot-non-

flyingò which he will remain for his entire career ï he will be a Bordfunker (Radio Operator) and 

potentially Beobachter (Observer) but never fly any of the aircrafts as pilot. 

 

His first assignment ï at least as recorded from the flight log ï is training with Luftnachrichtenschule 3 

(LNS 3) in München-Riem (1) where he is accumulating flight time in Junkers Ju 86 and Junkers W34 

as well as Focke-Wulf Fw 58. 

 

Although most flights are departing and arriving at the Luftnachrichtenschuleôs home airfield in Munich, 

some take Walter Stolz to other airfields: Flight #5 takes him to Gablingen (2) and Flight #12 to 

Lechfeld (3). He is also picking up some flight time on a Dornier Do 17 Z (Flight #17). 
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His time with Luftnachrichtenschule 3 coming to an end in late August 1940, after adding some more 

flight time on the Ju 86 and the Fw 58. 

 

A member of staff of the Luftnachrichtenschule 3 acknowledges Flights #1 to #33 on August 30th, 1940 

as the official stamps are showing. 
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Zerstörerschule 1 ɀ Training continued  
Walter Stolz is moving on and his next flights are with Zerstörerschule 1 ï a heavy fighter training unit 

located at the airfield of Neubiberg, on the southern outskirts of Munich. He continues to fly Focke-

Wulf Fw 58 and Dornier Do 17 but ï for the first time ï is now seeing airtime in the Messerschmitt Bf 

110 (which he notes down as Me 110, later as Bf 110). 

The Messerschmitt Bf 110 ï a twin-engine heavy fighter (in the Luftwaffe referred to as ñZerstºrerò ï 

literally: ñDestroyerò) will be the aircraft type he will be spending most of his operational flight time in. 

 

The initial flights are from and to the airfield of Neubiberg ï the aircrafts he is flying are attached to 

II./Zerstörerschule 1. 

At some point later, Walter Stolz is adding explanatory comments to his flight log ï the first one is with 

Flight #39 and reads ñMein 1. Flugzgfhr. in Dªnemark abgest¿rztò ï ñMy 1st Pilot crashed in Denmarkò. 

Throughout the flight log, other explanatory comments are added and we will discover them later. 

 

Starting with Flight #51, the flights are beginning to take Walter Stolz cross-country and to other 

airfields such as Zwölfaxing (2), Brünn (3), and Würzburg (4) . But Neubiberg (1) remains the center of 

his activites. 
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Note: Flights #55 and #56 are out of sequence and should have been #48 and #49 instead.  

With Flight #57, he is fully converting to Messerschmitt Bf 110 ï an aircraft that he will later note down 

as ñMe 110ò. 

The flights with the Bf 110 also start to show the ñZweck the Flugesò ï (engl.: Reason for Flight) to 

change ï it is now ñEinsatzò which translates into ñMissionò. 
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Messerschmitt Bf 110 or Messerschmitt Me 110? 

When the twin-engine heavy fighter received its official type number ï 110 ï the 

Reichsluftfahrtministerium (RLM) pre-fixed the type number with an official abbreviation of the 

manufacturer, which was the ñBayerische Flugzeugwerke AGò ï abbreviated ñBfò. As a result, the 

official designation of the aircraft type was ñBf 110ò. 

One of the two owners of the ñBayerische Flugzeugwerke AGò was Wilhelm Emil Messerschmitt ï 

nicknamed ñWillyò. In 1938, the ñBayerische Flugzeugwerke AGò was renamed to ñMesserschmitt AGò 

ï as of this point, all future aircraft would carry the official manufacturer abbreviation ñMeò instead of 

ñBfò. 

However, this change did not reflect on aircraft types already in service ï they kept their original 

designation. In daily use, however, the ñBfò was frequently replaced with ñMeò ï therefore, famous 

aircraft such as the Bf 108 ñTaifunò, the Bf 109 single-engine fighter and the Bf 110 twin-engine heavy 

fighter appear as Me 108, Me 109 and Me 110 in many sources. 

Around the end of November 1940, his flights with the Bf 110 are ending; he is recording the last one 

on November 27, 1940. A break of almost two months follows ï what exactly he was doing during this 

time remains unknown but Walter Stolz records his next flight around the end of January 1941 ï Flight 

#73 and Flight #74 are in reverse order. 

 

He is still in Neubiberg ï so still with II./Zerstörerschule 1 ï and, at least for the flights with the Bf 110, 

is assigned a new pilot, Günther Ursinus (see also Flight #94). 

The comment that is placed next to Flight #77 reads ñMein 2. Flgzfhr. ï Sohn des óRöhnvatersô, in 

Afrika \ò ï ñMy second pilot, son of the óRöhnvaterô \ò.1 

There is not much to say about the time to come: still attached to the II./ZS 1 in Neubiberg, Ursinus 

and Stolz are accumulating airtime in the Bf 110 ï a pattern that continues to the end of April 1941 

when Walter Stolz is leaving the ZS 1 in April 21st. 

                                                      
1 A reference to Carl Oskar Ursinus, a German aviation pioneer. Nicknamed ñRºhnvaterò as the founder of the first gliding club at the Wasserkuppe/Röhn in 1920. 
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The last flight with II./Zerstörerschule 1 in recorded for April 21st, 1940 ï the stamp acknowledging 

Flights #34 to #102 is issued by ñFliegerhorstkommandantur Neubibergò 
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2.(H)/14 ɀ Reconnaissance in Eastern Libya  
Following the time in Neubiberg, a period of inactivity comes up ï the next flight is only recorded for 

June 6th, 1941. In the meantime, Walter Stolz must have received his orders and is transferred to a 

new unit ï he is now attached to 2.(H)/14, a Luftwaffe Reconnaissance unit. 

Flight #103 starts in Lippstadt (1) in June 12th, 1941 and ï over the next days ï ferries the 

Messerschmitt Bf 110 [CN+CG] via Leipheim (2), Munich (3), Rome-Ciampino (4), Naples (5), and 

Catania (6) to Martuba (7) in eastern Libya. 
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This particular Messerschmitt Bf 110 [CN+CG] is listed as Bf 110 E-1 (Werknummer 2414) and 

assigned to 2.(H)/14. 

Walter Stolz arrives in North Africa just after Operation Battleaxe is over ï his first combat mission is 

on June 20th, 1941 ï just a few days after the battle had ended (Flight #109). 

 

This (and the next) mission are still recorded under the aircrafts ñStammkennzeichenò ï [CN+CG]. The 

flights following are then recorded using the tactical unit designators ï [5F+_K] for 2.(H)/14. 

Flights #109 - #113, #115, #117 - #119, #121, and #123 are marked as Combat Missions ï their Flight 

Type is ñBew. Aufkl.ò ï ñarmed Reconnaissanceò.  

Despite the retreat of the British Forces after Operation Battleaxe, the Royal Air Force is still very 

much present in the area around Tobruk, Sollum and Gazalla. Figher Patrols and Bomber attacks on 

airfields are on the list of events almost daily ï the main concern to a reconnaissance aircraft would be 

the allied fightersé 

Between June 20th and September 2nd, 1941, Walter Stolz is accumulating 10 Combat Missions, all of 

them in eastern Libya. 
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His flights are mainly from and to the airfield of Martuba (1) but also other airfields such as Gambut 

(3), Monastir (Tunisia, not on map), and Bir el Gobi (4) are noted. 

 

On September 3rd, 1941, Walter Stolz is on his 

way back to Germany. Leaving North Africa from 

the airfield of Martuba, a very short stop is made 

at the airfield of Gazalla (2) before the flight 

continues north over the Mediterranean Sea. 

The flight takes the Ju 52 [KG+FJ] ï 

Werknummer 6072 ï to Greece, precisely to 

Athens-Tatoi (1). From there, the next leg of the 

journey goes to Foggia (2) and finally to Rome 

(3) where Walter Stolz arrives in the early 

evening. 

Two days later, his Ju 52 is departing Rome and 

is flying to Stuttgart-Böblingen (5), not without a 

stop in Munich (4) first. 

His first tour of duty on with 2.(H)/14 in North 

Africa only lasted for about 2½ months. He will 

be back before the year is over. 
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Time In Germany  
Having returned to Germany, Walter Stolz is adding flight time in the Junkers Ju 52 in flights all across 

Germany. 

 

From Böblingen, where the transport flight from North Africa has originally ended, they continue to 

Weimar-Nohra and then to Lippstadt ï his last flight in the Ju 52 [KG+FJ] and for now. Just two days 

later, he is on another Ju 52 [CO+GU]. 

One tour takes him from Lippstadt to Münster-Handorf and back, followed by a flight from Lippstadt to 

Göppingen, Eutingen and back to Lippstadt on September 8th and September 9th, 1941. (Flights #132 - 

#136) 

A second tour goes to the north of Germany ï from Lippstadt to Barth on the Baltic Sea and the airfield 

of Rerick, then back to Münster-Handorf (September 22nd, 1941 ï Flights #139 - #141) 

 

Flights continue ï another set of flights in the Ju 52 [CO+GU] is added: 

¶ from Münster-Handorf to Koblenz and back via Paderborn and Lippstadt (Flights #142 - #145), 

¶ from Münster-Handorf to Berlin-Staaken and Brieg to Prag-Russin 

Here, in Prag, the Ju 52 [CO+GU] is replaced with a Dornier Do 17 P [GA+IO], returning to Münster-

Handorf via Weimar-Nohra. 
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This Do 17 is also taken for a flight in early October, from Münster-Handorf to Hannover-Vahrenwald 

(Flight #153 and #154, which Walter Stolz is noting down as Hannover-Varenwalderheide) and then 

for a series of flights marked ñNachtflugò ï ñNightflightò in M¿nster-Handorf (Flight #155 - #182). 

 

 

From todayôs vantage point, these flight patterns pretty much look like flight training or flying practice ï 

the ñNachtfl¿geò continue, but Flights #187 - #195 also show the entry ñZiellandungò ï ñPrecision 

Landingò at the airfield of Paderborn. 
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Eventually, on October 25th, 1941, the Do 17 P is flown to Lippstadt (Flight #213 ï out of sequence 

with #212) and on November 13th, 1941, Walter Stolz is back on board the Ju 52 [CO+GU] to fly back 

to North Africa. 

Leaving on November 13th, 1941, the first leg of the flight goes from Lippstadt (1) to Weimar-Nohra (2) 

where the night is spent. The next day, November 14th, the flight continues from Weimar-Nohra to 

Erding and Munich-Riem (3) and then on to Tulln (4). 

On November 15th, 1941 the journey slows down ï a short hop to the airfield of Wiener Neustadt (5) 

as well as a single hop on November 16th, 1941 to Belgrade (6). 

From there on, pace picks up again and the flight continues from Belgrade to Saloniki (7) and then 

Athens-Tatoi (8) on November 17th, 1941 ï Walter Stolz reaches the airfield of Martuba (8) the next 

day, November 18th, 1941. 
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Right in time for Operation Crusader, Walter Stolz is back in North Africa, he picks up combat missions 

in Messerschmitt Bf 110 again ï the unit codes [5F+_K] show he is still with 2.(H)/14. 

His first combat mission (Flight #222) is flown on November 23rd, 1941 out of Martuba (1) and until 

December 7th, 1941 when General Rommel decides to withdraw his forces to Gazalla (2), Walter Stolz 

and 2.(H)/14 are flying out of Martuba and Gazalla. 

The number of combat missions flown between November 23rd 1941 and December 7th, 1941 

illustrates the very dynamic and changing situation in North Africa with a never-ending back and forth 

and units on a constant move. 

 

The Afrika Korps holding the Gazalla-Line between December 7th, 1941 and December 16th, 1941 

shows in Walter Stolzôs flight log: up to the 7th of December, Gazalla was on the list of arfields 2.(H)/14 

was using for their missions. The later flights remain flights out of Martuba (until December 14th, 1941) 

and then Arco Philaenorum (1 - marked by its Italian Name, Arco de Fileni) and El Agheila (2). 
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Picking up on a previous entry of the flight log, December 9th, 1941 also marks the loss of Walter 

Stolzôs first pilot, G¿nther Ursinus which he marked earlier2. 

 

Date Location Aircraft Werknummer Damage 

Dec. 9th, 1941 Near Bir-el-Gobi 

(ca. 60 km. south of Tobruk) 

Bf 110 E-3 

5F+WK 

2502 100% 

Crew Comment 

Fw.  Ursinus, Günther KIA 

Oblt. Lüderssen, Herbert MIA 

Uffz. Schulze, Karl-Heinz MIA 

Shot down by allied fighters in the Bir-el-Gubi area. 

The flight log also shows the pressure the British in general and the Desert Air Force in particular was 

applying: on Flight #242, while landing in El Agheila, Walter Stolz adds the comment ñBei der Landing 

von Hurricane angegriffen!ò ï ñAttacked by Hurricane while landing!ò. 

While he obviously made it back to the airfield, the crew had lesser luck on January 6th, 1942 when 

they had to perform an emergency landing just near El Agheila airfield3: 

 

Date Location Aircraft Werknummer Damage 

Jan. 6th, 1942 Near El-Agheila Airfield Bf 110 E-3 

5F+NK 

2417 25% 

Crew Comment 

[unk.] Götz OK 

[unk.] Stolz, Walter OK 

[unk.] Wagner OK 

Emergency landing due to bad weather and low fuel. 

 

  

                                                      
2 Dr. Uwe Kühnapfel, Karlsruhe 
3 Dr. Uwe Kühnapfel, Karlsruhe 
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The back and forth during Operation Crusader continues to show on the next page of the flight log. 

Flights until January 27th, 1942 are to and from Arco Phileanorum, then the advancing Afrika Korps 

started to drive back the British forces and 2.(H)/14 move up behind the lines to the airfield of 

Agedabia, south of Benghasi. Finally ï on February 16th, 1942 ï 2.(H)/14 is back on the airfield of 

Martuba. 

 

Walter Stolz continues to fly armed reconnaissance out of Martuba until April 6th, 1942. He is then 

transferred out of Africa on a Junkers Ju 52, first to Araxos (Flight #264), then to Brindisi (Flight #263). 

What follows is a ñbreakò in his flying activites ï the comment between flights #263 and #266 reads 

ñZur Auffrischung nach Wien Schwechatò ï ñReinforced at Wien Schwechatò. 

Shortly thereafter, on June 6th, 1942, Walter Stolz is back in the air ï however, he is no longer with 

2.(H)/14 but instead logs flights in Messerschmitt Bf 110 belonging to III./Zerstörergeschwader 26. 

  




























